[image: image1.png]Asia's caly elecom newspaper
Monday 25 August 2003
his publicaton s copyrght





[image: image2.png]Technology

Reach targets 3G, IP voice with enhanced switches

Raach has instlled bwo new Ericsson I9-based voice switches that t said will el it gain new business in emerging 1P and
36 wielss volc: markets. The PCCW-Telstra Joint venture commissione the switches for 1 Hong Kong hub, and sad it
may expand their use o other ponts of 5 netvork.

Reach director of voice senvices Barbar Hernah old CommDaysia on Fiday tht by ading packet swiched voice
capabity, Reach il be able o nterface with 2.5G and 36 mobie operatos. "We are lvady a GRX (GPRS roamig) player
anc his il allow s 1o become a hub for NS and oher types of advanced it applications,"he said.

e new wiches also alow the swich t dynamically transit nurmbers that have been ported between opertors.
Although the il intallatons re based n Hong Kong, Reach will be able o Supportextertl ustomers wh reguie extra
functionaty

Mennah acknowiedged that Reach had suffered th negatve effcts of trbulent condiion n vice whlesal, but
elieves the "worst was behind us. " There was evidence Ut prce erosion n wholeale had niow tabllsed, h sai. Wil he
precicts further consoldation i regonal wholesale, Mennah ses 1nd, Thaiand and China s the most promising
opportuntis for both inbound and outbound cal, He a0 said that Réach s seeing signs tha existing arriers were
ncreasingl intersted n outsourcing thei nternatonalnetvorking reuicments (0 wholesalers.
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